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2011-2012 PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA
PRIORITY ISSUES
ISSUE:


FUNDING FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROGRAMS
POSITION STATEMENT:
The state-administered funding for domestic violence programs is a crucial component of the network of services and systems designed to assist victims of domestic violence.  Therefore, GCADV opposes any additional cuts to state and/or TANF funding for domestic violence programs.  
ISSUE:
ADVOCATE PRIVILEGE AND THE ELIMINATION OF SPOUSAL PRIVILEGE
RELATED BILL:
House Bill 711
POSITION STATEMENT:
Victims of domestic violence and sexual assault should be able to access the services of domestic violence programs without fear of having their confidential information disclosed in court.  Being able to fully disclose the most intimate details of their abuse to advocates encourages help-seeking among victims.  Similarly, full disclosure of information to advocates helps those advocates to provide the best, most informed advocacy possible, thereby increasing victim safety and promoting perpetrator accountability.  
Likewise, GCADV recognizes that recent case law has limited the ability of prosecutors to introduce evidence of domestic violence crimes without the victim's participation.  In some cases involving married couples, the abuser has pressured the victim to assert the spousal privilege to avoid providing testimony, thereby undermining prosecutors' ability to hold such perpetrators accountable.  Current law provides an exception to the spousal privilege in cases in which a spouse is charged with child abuse.  A similar exception to the spousal privilege is needed in cases in which a spouse is charged with domestic violence crimes.

Therefore, GCADV supports legislation that gives domestic violence advocates the ability to assert privilege to protect those conversations and records from disclosure in court and which also eliminates the testimonial privilege afforded to married couples in criminal domestic violence cases.
GENERAL PUBLIC POLICY PRINCIPLES
GCADV supports measures that: 
· Expand options for post-conviction relief for domestic violence victims convicted of crimes related to their abuse.

· Create a criminal offense for the violation of special conditions of bond on arrests related to domestic violence.

· Ensure that domestic violence victims are promptly notified when temporary protective orders are served on respondents.
· Ensure the implementation of the special provisions in HB 87 regarding domestic violence, including the exemptions for domestic violence programs from criminal liability for harboring and transporting undocumented immigrants and the prohibition on checking the immigration status of individuals reporting as victims of crimes, reporting as witnesses to crimes, or participating in the prosecution of crimes. 
· Implement a uniform dating violence curriculum in Georgia schools.
· Require employers who offer sick leave to permit employees to use such leave to care for a child, spouse, or parent.
· Provide an enforcement mechanism for the retrieval of firearms from those who have been convicted of domestic violence offenses and those who are subject to a domestic violence protective order, per federal law.
· Ensure that Georgia revenues are sufficient to fund critical services.

GCADV opposes measures that:

· Compromise the ability of any victim of domestic or sexual violence, regardless of immigration status, to report and actively participate in the prosecution of crimes of domestic and sexual violence.
· Expand access to firearms and the places where firearms can legally be carried, due to the very specific lethality risks to domestic violence victims when firearms are present.
